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As Congress scrambles to 
find the resources necessary 
to increase national security 
spending, the National En-
dowment for the Arts and 
programs like it could be 
in peril. 
If the NEA or its counter-
part, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, are cut, 
some University arts and hu-
manities experts say the impact 
would be catastrophic. 
Every $1 the NEA or the 
NEH appropriates to a proj-
ect leverages up to $9 in other 
public or private funds, accord-
ing to the NEA’s website. This 
means a $200,000 grant from 
the NEA or NEH can turn into 
$2 million in total funding for 
projects ranging from archaeo-
logical excavations to theater in 
elementary schools.
Holly Williams, senior as-
sociate dean of the College of 
Fine Arts, said NEA and NEH 
grants lend projects a symbolic 
seal of approval. The process to 
apply for and receive a grant 
from either of those organiza-
tions is so rigorous that it adds 
an extraordinary amount of 
credibility to those projects, 
Williams said.
The Oplontis Project, an ar-
chaeological study conducted 
by University faculty of a sea-
side town buried when Mount 
Vesuvius erupted 2,000 years 
ago, exemplifies the effect of an 
NEH grant. After receiving a 
$150,000 grant from the NEH, 
in-kind contributions from the 
University brought its grant 
total to $330,000, said John 
Clark, art history professor and 
leader of the project.
Clark said the study 
would’ve been severely con-
strained without this support 
because it required hiring ge-
ology, chemistry and computer 
science specialists.
“It’s impossible to think 
about continuing research 
without the NEH, particu-
larly since the humanities are 
so terribly underfunded in 
In February, Travis Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office declined 
35 requests from Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment to detain suspected 
undocumented inmates, 
according to public records 
from the office.
ICE makes detainer re-
quests asking local law en-
forcement to hold suspected 
undocumented inmates to 
be investigated. On Feb. 1, 
Travis County Sheriff Sally 
Hernandez implemented a 
policy to not honor such re-
quests without warrants by 
a judge. Thirty-one inmates 
were released, some with 
multiple detainer requests, 
but were not released into 
ICE’s custody that month, 
according to the records 
generated on March 1. 
“(ICE) often come with-
out warrants,” said Major 
Wes Priddy, Travis County 
Jail administrator. “After 
the implementation of this 
policy that we started, we 
started seeing some war-
rants placed on some of the 
individuals that ICE would 
bring to our attention.”
Some inmates were ar-
rested with multiple charges, 
totaling 45 charges brought 
to the 31 inmates released 
that month whose detainer 
requests were rejected.
The Department of 
Homeland Security on Feb. 
21 directed ICE and oth-
er federal law enforcement 
agencies to deport any un-
documented person, re-
gardless of criminal activity. 
ICE said it would follow this 
order in conjunction with 
President Donald Trump’s 
orders to crackdown on im-
migration, in a statement 
dated Feb. 21.
“Under this Executive 
Order, ICE will not exempt 
classes or categories of re-
moval (of) aliens from po-
tential enforcement,” ICE 
said in the statement. “All of 
those present in violation of 
the immigration laws may 
be subject to immigration 
arrest, detention and, if 
found removable by final or-
der, removal from the Unit-
ed States.”
Of the total charges of the 
inmates released, 32 were 
misdemeanors and 13 were 
felonies. The most common 
misdemeanor was driving 
while intoxicated, with 11 
charges, but Priddy said 
There are currently only 
four psychiatrists on staff at 
UT to serve the mental health 
needs of 50,000 students. A 
bill filed in the Texas House 
of Representatives may help 
improve psychiatric services 
not only for students, but for 
Texans across the state. 
Rep. Dustin Burrows, 
R-Lubbock, filed House Bill 
593, which allows special-
ly trained psychologists to 
prescribe psychiatric medi-
cation. The training for psy-
chologists would include 
two years of work in bio-
medical sciences after they 
have completed their doc-
torate. This bill aims to help 
with the increasing need 
for mental health services 
in Texas. 
“Within the 254 counties 
in the state of Texas, over 200 
of them are deemed as having 
a shortage of psychiatric ser-
vices,” Burrows said. 
At the Counseling and 
Mental Health Center, stu-
dents are only allowed to 
receive psychiatric services 
for one to two semesters 
before they are referred to 
outside practitioners. This 
semester limit is in place to 
provide timely service and 
reduced wait times for all stu-
dents at UT, according to the 
CMHC website. 
Once referred out, the 
average wait time for a first 
psychiatric appointment 
is one month, according 
to a study published to 
Psychiatry Services. 
Burrows’ bill would allow 
patients to access psychiat-
ric care faster due to the in-
creased number of providers. 
At CMHC there are six 
psychologists on the clinical 
staff, so Burrows’ bill could 
increase the number of pro-
fessionals allowed to prescribe 
psychiatric medication at UT 
to 10. 
CMHC was not able to 
comment on the issue at the 
time of publishing. 
The Hogg Foundation 
for Mental Health, an orga-
nization prioritizing men-
tal health public policy, 
Public testimony 
during the Senate com-
mittee hearing for Sen-
ate Bill 6, also known 
as the “bathroom bill,” 
lasted approximately 
12 hours with 90 per-
cent of public witness-
es testifying against the 
bill, which passed out of 
committee Tuesday. 
Among these witness-
es was third-year law 
student Anya Morgan 
who said she testified be-
cause she has a personal 
connection to the issue. 
“This will have very 
real repercussions for 
people that I love in my 
life, and so if I have to 
stay for 18 hours, I’ll do 
it,” Morgan said. 
Morgan said her con-
nection with members 
of the transgender com-
munity both in her legal 
work and personal life 
inspired her to publicly 
testify against SB 6. 
“I spoke about my per-
sonal experiences with 
trans folks. My girlfriend 
On Thursday evening, UT 
elected Alejandrina Guzman 
to lead the University for the 
coming school year, making 
her the first Latina UT student 
body president and the first 
physically differently abled 
student body president in the 
Big 12.
The Election Supervisory 
Board announced Guzman 
and her running mate Micky 
Wolf as the student body 
president-elect and vice presi-
dent-elect after a campus-wide 
election runoff between the 
campaigns of Guzman-Wolf 
and Isaiah Carter-Sydney 
O’Connell.
Guzman, a government and 
Mexican-American studies 
senior, said she is excited to 
set the tone that Student Gov-
ernment is open for everybody 
and that she owes her success 
to her campaign team.
“It all goes back to my 
friends (and) those who have 
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supported me and helped 
me,” Guzman said. “It would 
not even be possible if it 
weren’t for the team. I really 
want to inspire those who 
come next.”
The Guzman-Wolf cam-
paign received 4,884 votes 
and 54.33 percent of the vote, 
and the Carter-O’Connell 
campaign received 4,091 
votes and 45.51 percent of 
the vote. In 2016, 6,087 stu-
dents voted in the SG cam-
pus-wide election runoffs for 
student body president and 
vice president, and this year, 
8,991 students voted.
The Guzman-Wolf cam-
paign ran on a platform of 
representation, advocacy and 
empowerment with the slo-
gan “RALLY,” or “Represent-
ing All Longhorns Like You.”
The pair plan to work di-
rectly with student leaders on 
campus initiatives, integrate 
the Multicultural Engage-
ment Center and the Gender 
and Sexuality Center, add 
handicap-accessible vans to 
SURE Walk, provide guaran-
tor forms for undocument-
ed students in off-campus 
apartment buildings and to 
revive the non-conference 
Texas A&M-UT football 
game for 2025.
Finance junior Cameron 
Maxwell, one of the cam-
paign managers on the Guz-
man-Wolf campaign, said he 
believes Guzman’s unique 
background will benefit the 
student body.
“I knew that the work 
that (Guzman) was do-
ing in the MEC would not 
only carry over in the MEC 
but to everyone she met,” 
Maxwell said. 
Vice president-elect 
Wolf, Plan II and business 
honors junior, said the 
win is a surreal and 
exciting experience.
“It’s been a ton of hard 
work, and it’s all paid off 
today,” Wolf said. “It’s very 
surreal right now. It does not 
feel like it’s happened, but I’m 
extremely ecstatic.”
Government junior Car-
ter, former presidential can-
didate, said it is hard to be 
disappointed in the results 
when his team exerted its 
best effort.
“We had two teams that 
were really, really willing to 
work hard and had messag-
es that resonated with thou-
sands of students,” Carter 
said. “(Our campaign) ended 
up gaining 500 to 600 votes 
in a week. I think it’s some-
thing that I have no reason to 
be disappointed in.”
Carter said his future is 
unclear, but he might try to 
give back to the organiza-
tions that have made him feel 
comfortable at the Universi-
ty, including Silver Spurs and 
Texas Wranglers.
Senate of College Councils 
passed two pieces of legislation 
Thursday evening involving 
the current Canvas plagiarism 
system and VAPA credits.
The first piece of legislation, 
Senate Resolution 1613, passed 
unanimously in support of an 
opt-out system for the Canvas 
plagiarism software. Accord-
ing to the resolution, the opt-
out system will automatically 
include all assignments in the 
plagiarism detection software 
iParadigms. The system does 
not currently automatically run 
papers through the software, so 
professors have to submit each 
assignment individually. 
“Having to continually run 
papers through the system be-
comes tedious for teachers,” ac-
ademic integrity co-chair Seth 
Krasne said. “Some profes-
sors don’t use the software for 
this reason and so plagiarism 
goes undetected.”
Krasne, a business honors 
and Plan II sophomore, also 
said the opt-out system will 
increase the quantity of as-
signments being checked for 
plagiarism and account for 
professors who either do not 
know how to opt-in or think 
the system is too difficult 
to use.
“The most effective method 
for using the iParadigms pro-
prietary device would be the 
implementation of an opt-out 
system,” Krasne said. “We want 
to make it easier for professors 
and students to adhere to the 
UT Code of Conduct.”
The second piece of legisla-
tion, Senate Resolution 1615, 
also passed unanimously in 
support of expanding the 
VAPA credit to applied fine 
arts classes, which students 
currently do not receive VAPA 
credit for.
“Despite clear engagement 
and participation in the per-
forming arts, these students 
are having to seek VAPA credit 
elsewhere,” academic policy 
co-chair David Jenkins said. 
“This defeats the purpose of the 
credit, which is to ensure that 
students have a comprehensive 
education at UT.”
Senate members also 
elected Austin Reynolds as 
Senate president-elect and 
Luciano Barraza as Senate vice 
president-elect.
Reynolds, current Senate 
vice president, said as president 
he hopes to work with Univer-
sity Health Services for optimal 
services and create a course re-
view committee.
“Senate has been an integral 
part of my time at UT and an 
equal part of my life for the past 
four years,” Reynolds said. “I 
hope that this new opportunity 
gives me the ability to do even 
more for this campus.”
Barraza said as vice president 
he hopes to address UT’s com-
pliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990.
“I want to make sure, as stu-
dents of UT, you have the abil-
ity to express your concerns to 
the Senate,” Barraza said.
is a transwoman, my su-
pervisor is a transwoman 
and I have a lot of friends 
who are transwomen and 
I just thought, ‘I use the 
bathroom with them all 
the time and it’s fine,’ and 
it feels silly that I have to 
say that,” Morgan said. 
In addition to having 
transgender friends, Mor-
gan works with the Texas 
Law Name and Gender 
Marker Project, which 
helps transgender people 
change their gender on 
legal documents such as 
birth certificates, driver’s 
licenses and passports. 
While Morgan said her 
organization provides ser-
vices for free, the process 
to change the gender on 
birth certificates is com-
plicated and expensive. 
Several other UT stu-
dents provided written 
testimony expressing 
opposition to the bill. 
Erin Giglio, a biol-
ogy Ph.D. candidate, 
said she submitted tes-
timony because she felt 
qualified based on her 
background as a scientist 
and as a member of the 
LGBTQ community. 
“I look at this law and I 
think about the people that 
have harassed me and my 
friends on the street,” Gi-
glio said. “I feel scared for 
myself and for my friends, 
that acts of harassment, 
acts of bigotry, acts of vi-
olence are going to be a lot 
more common.”
While Giglio said she is 
disappointed the committee 
decided to pass the bill, she 
said she is not surprised. 
“The people can say 
what they want, but the 
legislators will ignore us 
and ignore anyone who 
doesn’t think exactly the 
way they do,” Giglio said. 
“I’m hopeful that perhaps 
the wider Texas Senate will 
do the right thing.” 
Alejandrina Guzman 
and Micky Wolf, student 
body president-elect and 
vice president-elect, re-
spectively, also submitted 
written testimony to the 
Senate committee. 
In their testimony post-
ed to Facebook, Guzman 
and Wolf said the legisla-
tion is discriminatory and 
goes against the core val-
ues of the University. 
“We seek simply to rep-
resent all Longhorns re-
gardless of where they 
come from, whom they 
love, or how they identi-
fy — this legislation does 
not accomplish that goal,” 
the testimony said. “We 
stand in solidarity with 
our transgender peers and 
allies across our campus in 
opposition to this bill.”
Shilpa Bakre, commu-
nications strategist for the 
Office of the President, 
said although the Uni-
versity does not currently 
have a policy regarding the 
use of gender-specific fa-
cilities, they will continue 
to act in accordance with 
state and federal laws. 
“Our practice is that 
each situation is individ-
ually reviewed based on 
its unique set of facts and 
specific circumstances,” 
Bakre said. 
SB 6 is scheduled to 
be debated on the Sen-
ate floor next Monday, 
March 13.
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ICE does not prioritize any 
one charge. 
“The most common 
charge seemed to be DWI’s, 
but you would see individ-
uals in on traffic offenses 
that have been identified 
by ICE,” Priddy said. “For 
whatever reason, they 
would want to place a 
detainer on them.” 
There were also five 
charges of injury to a family 
member and one sexual as-
sault charge. Priddy said the 
office prioritizes these two 
categories for investigation 
by ICE even if agents do not 
present a warrant.
The Sheriff ’s Office said 
Feb. 14 that it will review all 
charges against an inmate 
before rejecting a detainer 
request. The announce-
ment followed statements 
by State Sen. Dawn Buck-
ingham, R-Lakeway, who 
said an inmate charged 
with sexually assaulting a 
minor should have been 
detained despite Travis 
County’s policy.
“We have a clear mes-
sage to Sheriff Hernandez,” 
Buckingham said in a press 
conference in February. 
“Again, please rescind your 
policies. I want a safe Travis 
County and a safe Texas.”
UT law professor Denise 
Gilman is the director of 
the School of Law’s Immi-
gration Clinic. Gilman said 
regardless of how serious 
an inmate’s charge is, ICE 
cannot detain someone 
under this policy without a 
warrant or probable cause.
“We have had clients 
who have had, for exam-
ple, traffic tickets and have 
been put into detention and 
deportation,” Gilman said. 
“Probable cause means you 
have evidence that shows 
that this person actually 
falls within the crime or 
immigration offense that 
the law enforcement entity 
is pursuing.”
After reviewing decades of 
President Donald Trump’s in-
terviews, articles, books and 
tweets, King’s College professor 
Charlie Laderman has co-writ-
ten a new book, “Donald 
Trump: The Making of a World 
View.” In a Thursday discus-
sion with LBJ School profes-
sor Jeremi Suri, Laderman 
said Trump has maintained 
for decades that America has 
been ripped off by its allies 
and the international trade 
system, deprived of compensa-
tion for military interventions 
and managed by weak and 
foolish leaders.  
Laderman, who co-authored 
the book with Cambridge pro-
fessor Brendan Simms, said 
Trump cares deeply about how 
America appears to the world 
and for the past 30 years has 
blamed both Republican and 
Democratic leaders for glob-
al events that conflict with 
American interests.
“This has led to the sense 
that America is a perpetual los-
er in international affairs, and 
it’s tied to the idea that we don’t 
win anymore,” Laderman said.
Laderman said Trump’s 
foreign policy remarks origi-
nated in a 1980 NBC interview 
in which he expressed embar-
rassment for the U.S. during 
the Iran Hostage Crisis, arguing 
that President Carter should 
have invaded Iran to free the 
American hostages.
“What you see (in Trump’s 
interview) is a Hobbesian per-
spective on international affairs, 
where strong nations act in the 
world to achieve their inter-
ests (and) ensure ‘respect’ — a 
word he constantly uses in the 
interview,” Laderman said.
Suri said Trump’s world-
view is not intellectual but 
instead comprised of “a set of 
historically conditioned impuls-
es, modes of behavior, postures 
and attitudes” that are “consis-
tently pursued but are not open 
to debate and discussion.”
History Ph.D. candidate Em-
ily Whalen said despite public 
discontent toward Trump, citi-
zens should not be dismissive of 
his foreign policy.
“It’s very easy to just turn off 
your Twitter feed, and it’s very 
easy to log out of Facebook and 
disconnect from all of it,” Wha-
len said. “But what (Laderman’s 
book) is doing is an important 
step in an intellectual conver-
sation … It does have really 
important ramifications.”
has released reports with 
recommendations on how 
to increase access to mental 
health care in Texas. 
The lack of action from 
lawmakers to combat this 
shortage of mental health 
services isn’t due to lack of 
concern, but a lack of ob-
vious solutions, according 
to a Hogg report released 
last year.
Hogg program officer Col-
leen Horton said lawmakers 
need to seriously evaluate 
these recommendations to 
meet the mental health needs 
of Texans.
“We think the Legislature 
needs to take a comprehen-
sive look at the work,” Hor-
ton said. “We don’t really 
need to study it anymore, 
we know the problem ex-
ists. We just need to start 
implementing some of 
these recommendations.”
The foundation has also 
talked about the need to 
evaluate scope of practice 
rules since specialists, such as 
psychiatrists, will not be able 
to meet anticipated future 
needs. They recommend 
lawmakers explore ways to 
maximize each profession’s 
skills to meet the grow-
ing demand for mental 
health services.
Psychologists have been 
prescribing psychiatric med-
ication in the military for 27 
years and New Mexico, Lou-
isiana, Illinois and Iowa have 
all passed legislation similar to 
Burrows’ bill. 
The most recent law, passed 
in Iowa in 2016, received 
praise from the American 
Psychological Association.  
“This is a landmark deci-
sion that will improve access 
to a wide range of mental 
health services,” said Kather-
ine Nordal, APA’s executive 
director for professional prac-
tice, shortly after the Iowa law 
was passed. 
While Burrows doesn’t 
know if this bill will fix 
the psychiatrist shortage 
in Texas, he does believe it 
is important to prioritize 
mental health. 
“Anything we can do 
to provide some of these 
necessary services for peo-
ple who are experiencing 
mental health issues is a 
step in the right direction,” 
Burrows said.
general,” Clark said. “The im-
portant part of the NEH is to 
remember that the humanities 
feed into and overlap with 
both the hard and soft sci-
ences, so it’s literally a way of 
bridging disciplines.”
Together, the NEA and the 
NEH received a little less than 
$300 million from the federal 
government in 2015. Today, 
those budgets make up less 
than one-tenth of one percent 
of federal spending.
“The impact on this coun-
try is enormous,” Williams 
said. “People will say that any 
real democratic society has to 
support its arts and human-
ities because that’s supporting 
the culture of who we are and 
our identity. In my opinion, 
it’s very small-minded to even 
consider (defunding the NEA 
and NEH).”
Without one or both en-
dowments, Williams said the 
arts and humanities fields 
would wither. Even the promi-
nent Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York would have 
to adjust because all its exhib-
its are insured by the NEA, 
Williams said.
The English department’s 
Shakespeare at Winedale pro-
gram received $200,000 from 
the NEH through a challenge 
grant, as well as an additional 
$10,000 NEA grant to sup-
port an outreach program that 
teaches Shakespeare to school 
children, Winedale director 
James Loehlin said. Lily Pip-
kin, Plan II senior and presi-
dent of the outreach program, 
said she’s horrified by the 
idea that the NEA and NEH 
could be defunded after all the 
help Winedale has received 
from them.
“So much of arts and theater 
and literature and music is the 
chance to start and have con-
versations, so we can take a crit-
ical look at what is happening 
and who we are,” Pipkin said. “I 
wish that the thing we could be 
fighting for was increasing arts 
funding and support instead 
of having to defend the little 
that we already have.” 
supported me and helped 
me,” Guzman said. “It would 
not even be possible if it 
weren’t for the team. I really 
want to inspire those who 
come next.”
The Guzman-Wolf cam-
paign received 4,884 votes 
and 54.33 percent of the vote, 
and the Carter-O’Connell 
campaign received 4,091 
votes and 45.51 percent of 
the vote. In 2016, 6,087 stu-
dents voted in the SG cam-
pus-wide election runoffs for 
student body president and 
vice president, and this year, 
8,991 students voted.
The Guzman-Wolf cam-
paign ran on a platform of 
representation, advocacy and 
empowerment with the slo-
gan “RALLY,” or “Represent-
ing All Longhorns Like You.”
The pair plan to work di-
rectly with student leaders on 
campus initiatives, integrate 
the Multicultural Engage-
ment Center and the Gender 
and Sexuality Center, add 
handicap-accessible vans to 
SURE Walk, provide guaran-
tor forms for undocument-
ed students in off-campus 
apartment buildings and to 
revive the non-conference 
Texas A&M-UT football 
game for 2025.
Finance junior Cameron 
Maxwell, one of the cam-
paign managers on the Guz-
man-Wolf campaign, said he 
believes Guzman’s unique 
background will benefit the 
student body.
“I knew that the work 
that (Guzman) was do-
ing in the MEC would not 
only carry over in the MEC 
but to everyone she met,” 
Maxwell said. 
Vice president-elect 
Wolf, Plan II and business 
honors junior, said the 
win is a surreal and 
exciting experience.
“It’s been a ton of hard 
work, and it’s all paid off 
today,” Wolf said. “It’s very 
surreal right now. It does not 
feel like it’s happened, but I’m 
extremely ecstatic.”
Government junior Car-
ter, former presidential can-
didate, said it is hard to be 
disappointed in the results 
when his team exerted its 
best effort.
“We had two teams that 
were really, really willing to 
work hard and had messag-
es that resonated with thou-
sands of students,” Carter 
said. “(Our campaign) ended 
up gaining 500 to 600 votes 
in a week. I think it’s some-
thing that I have no reason to 
be disappointed in.”
Carter said his future is 
unclear, but he might try to 
give back to the organiza-
tions that have made him feel 
comfortable at the Universi-
ty, including Silver Spurs and 
Texas Wranglers.
After months of bills being 
added to the pile of legislation 
senators and representatives 
intend to consider, the rising 
number will come to a halt to-
day at 7 p.m.
Marking 60 days of session, 
this deadline will prevent fil-
ing of most new bills and sets 
the stage for the remaining 
80 days while the Legislature 
is active.
Sherri Greenberg, clini-
cal professor at the Lyndon 
B. Johnson School of Pub-
lic Affairs and former Texas 
legislator, said the House of 
Representatives and Senate 
will speed up their processes 
as session deadlines approach 
in May.
“It’s a very compressed time 
frame, so it will become very 
frenetic,” Greenberg said. “It’s 
a race to the finish.”
As of March 8, the Legis-
lature contained 5,183 filed 
bills, composed of 3,565 in the 
House and 1,618 in the Sen-
ate. The total number of bills 
filed at this point in the session 
is up 9.9 percent from what 
it was two years ago during 
the 84th session, according 
to data from the Legislative 
Reference Library.
Legislators can start filing 
bills two months before the 
session starts during the pre-
filing period in November. 
While more than 470 bills 
were filed in the first seven 
hours of prefiling on Nov. 14, 
legislative reference librarian 
Sally Harlow said thousands of 
bills are typically filed during 
the last week before deadline.
“It’s their last chance for two 
years,” Harlow said. “You can 
only get so many bills filed in a 
day, and (legislators) are filing 
as many as they can.”
According to Article III of 
the Texas Constitution, the 
Legislature focuses on ad-
dressing pending legislation 
rather than introducing new 
bills after the 60th day of ses-
sion. Some bills can still be 
introduced after this period in 
special circumstances such as 
emergency matters submitted 
by the governor.
As of Feb. 23, 1,838 bills 
were referred to committee 
and 35 were scheduled for a 
hearing. Harlow said bills of-
ten die in the first set of com-
mittees without being heard 
because of the fast-paced na-
ture of the Legislature.
According to the National 
Conference of State Legisla-
tures, 46 states meet annually. 
Texas, along with Montana, 
Nevada and North Dakota, 
conduct sessions during odd 
years only. Harlow said the 
Legislature meeting only 
once every two years contrib-
utes to the frantic nature of 
the system.
“It’s not unusual at all to 
have all-night meetings and 
hearings because they have to 
fit everything in,” Harlow said. 
“It gets frenzied.”
Austin Mayor Steve Adler 
discussed aspects of the city’s 
sharing economy and its re-
lationship with local govern-
ment Thursday.
“As we move forward in 
the 21st century, we’re go-
ing to have to find what is 
the intersection of sharing 
economies and government 
regulation,” Adler said. “It’s 
going to take companies 
and governments that can 
sit down and work together 
to find the best way to max-
imize the economies and the 
platforms that will still allow 
the government to be able to 
deal with safety issues. We 
haven’t figured out that place 
right now.”
Adler spoke at an event 
hosted by The Texas Tribune 
and moderated by its CEO, 
Evan Smith.
Smith said many who were 
opposed to the city’s ride-hail-
ing regulations are concerned 
for Austin’s reputation as an 
innovation, tech and dis-
ruption capital taking a hit. 
Austin should be a city that 
embraces the “new world,” 
but the current ride-hailing 
situation does not reflect that 
value, Smith said.
“On ride-hailing and on 
short term rentals, Austin 
appears to be hostile to the 
sharing economy,” Smith 
said. “Austin … ought to em-
brace the sharing economy 
— it’s entirely consistent with 
the zeitgeist of this city, and 
yet, at least to the outside eye 
on ride-hailing and on short 
term rentals, we appear to be 
hostile to the very thing that 
we ought to be about.”
Adler said Austin is not 
hostile to the sharing econo-
my and the local government 
is going to do everything it 
can to appear welcoming.
“Austin needs to be the 
proving ground that can 
actually establish whether 
there’s a sustainable model 
of the sharing economy’s in-
tersection with government,” 
Adler said.
Lorena Reyna, a TurnKey 
Vacation Rentals employee 
who attended the event, said 
there are better solutions to 
the short-term rental prob-
lems the city is facing.
“The problem is the en-
forcement of neighborhood 
ordinances,” Reyna said. “I 
believe the city should put 
resources into enforcing 
those laws as opposed to an 
outright ban, which as we 
know, whenever there’s a ban 
on a sharing economy thing, 
it goes underground.”
Reyna said it is unfair to 
demonize the entire vacation 
rentals space when there 
are just a few that could be 
shut down.
“I believe in the sharing 
economy and having com-
mon sense policies that 
bolster it and protect peo-
ple and protect property 
but don’t limit innovation,” 
Reyna said.
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Book traces development of 
Trump’s foreign policy views
CITYCAMPUS
Juan Figueroa | Daily Texan Staff
King’s College professor Charlie Laderman discusses the new book 
he co-authored, “Donald Trump: The Making of a World View.”
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Forum: Addressing racist threats on campus
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
UT President Gregory Fenves responds to student feedback concerning the University’s 
handling of bias incidents at a Town Hall event on Wednesday, Feb. 22.
Both the winners and the runners-up 
in this year’s Executive Alliance election 
vowed during their campaigns to continue 
Kevin Helgren’s legacy of confronting racial 
harassment on and around campus. While 
both campaigns went further than Hel-
gren’s by encouraging the University to cur-
tail protected speech in order to do so — a 
position that both the Daily Texan Editori-
al Board and guest columnists Kat Taylor 
and Jack Cozort have criticized — we are 
encouraged by President-elect Alejandrina 
Guzman’s and Vice President-elect Micky 
Wolf ’s willingness to wield Student Gov-
ernment’s powers of advocacy on behalf of 
UT’s marginalized students.
On that note, and in the wake of UT Pres-
ident Gregory Fenves’s introduction of a new 
hate and bias incident policy earlier this week, 
our Forum contributors discuss some harrow-
ing experiences that religious minorities have 
experienced within the UT community over 
the past year, particularly following the U.S. 
presidential election.
Khadija Saifullah, an associate editor at the 
Texan, describes the experiences of Muslim 
students on campus and advocates for a more 
proactive University response to racial and xe-
nophobic activity. Rachel Sasiene, the engage-
ment chair for Texas Hillel, summarizes a few 
recent incidents of anti-Semitic intimidation 
directed towards particular students while 
calling for greater solidarity among oppressed 
communities. Both authors share the belief 
that SG and the University, despite their limit-
ed authority to enact change in this arena, owe 
students a speedy and transparent response to 
bias incidents as egregious as these.
We’re off next week, but if you’d like to contrib-
ute your take on this subject or any other, reach 
out to us at editor@dailytexanonline.com. As al-
ways, we look forward to hearing from you!
Shenhar is a Plan II, economics and govern-
ment senior from Westport, Connecticut. Ver-
non is a rhetoric and writing sophomore from 
The Woodlands.
By Jordan Shenhar 
and Emily Vernon
Daily Texan Forum Editors
Illustration by Audrey McNay | Daily Texan file 
UT responds inadequately 
to anti-Muslim harassment
Jewish students face threats 
and intimidation on campus
By Rachel Sasiene
Texas Hillel Community Engagement Director
@TexasHillel
Since the beginning of my undergraduate 
career, I have witnessed an exponential rise in 
anti-Muslim rhetoric. In my second semester 
of college, three Muslim students from the 
University of North Carolina (UNC) Chapel 
Hill were murdered execution-style in their 
own apartment. Two of them were Muslim, 
hijab-wearing college students in their early 
twenties — striving to leave the world just a bit 
better than they found it. I saw myself in them. 
As Donald Trump’s campaign was driven by 
anti-Muslim sentiment, I have slowly but sure-
ly grown numb to the encompassing hostility 
toward Muslims like myself.
In an environment where I have to tolerate 
fliers adorning the campus that state “imag-
ine a world without Muslims,” where my fel-
low Muslims and myself are attacked for their 
headscarves, where we are being constantly 
surveilled by more task forces and committees 
than I can keep track of, where I am always seen 
as an “oppressed Muslim woman” before I’m 
seen as a human being, where people assume 
I don’t speak English when I speak three more 
languages than them, I am simply exhausted. 
The truth of the matter is, we haven’t come 
a long way at all. The fact that a Muslim, hi-
jab-wearing U.S. Olympian got a not-so-random 
search at the airport, reveals the discrimination 
that Muslim Americans have been forced to face 
on a daily basis. Other than Olympic fencer Ibti-
haj Muhammad, Star Wars actor Riz Ahmed has 
been detained at airports and questioned about 
his religion — even when he attended his own 
premiere. In many ways, we have regressed de-
cades despite the fact that Trump began his cam-
paign a mere 21 months ago. 
Instead of attempting to maintain American 
security, Trump’s “Muslim Bans” globally hu-
miliate a country that was founded by immi-
grants on the principles of religious freedom 
and inclusion. It took the University close to 
a year to release a reformed Hate and Bias In-
cident Policy that originated in the 80’s. Since 
this policy took so many pushes from SG to 
get released, how are marginalized students 
supposed to rely on the administration to pro-
tect their rights? When will the University be 
proactive instead of reactive when it comes to 
students’ rights?
As college students, we have spent most of 
our lives in the shadow of 9/11. For the ma-
jority of our lives, discrimination has been an 
unfortunate reality. Muslim students shouldn’t 
have to step out of their homes with the fear 
of being verbally harassed for wearing a hijab. 
When students report harassment on campus, 
expecting a University-wide announcement 
and condemnation is not asking for much. 
When students report racist faculty members, 
it is the University’s responsibility to ensure 
that no student on campus feels threatened, 
instead of forcing the student to prove their 
humanity every day of class.  
As a writer for The Daily Texan for over two 
years, I have been discussing my perspectives 
as an American Pakistani, a Muslim and as 
a columnist. I was first drawn to The Texan’s 
basement thinking that I could contribute my 
unique experiences and perspectives and bring 
light to the inherent discrimination on our 
campus. In the comment sections of my articles 
I’ve been called a terrorist. You can’t possibly 
imagine what that feels like in the state you’ve 
lived in for 17 years and the country you were 
born in. By serving as the only Muslim editor 
at The Texan, I am doing my part to represent. 
And by responding to concerns that Muslims 
on this campus voice with unfulfilled promises 
and silence, you are only furthering the divide.
After the town hall meeting, I realized ex-
actly what I wanted from my student leaders 
— people who will be there for us in our most 
difficult moments. This isn’t about campaigning 
or politics — it’s about empathy, solidarity and 
understanding. When a Muslim student com-
plains about fliers being spread around cam-
pus implicitly calling for their genocide, there 
should be immediate action and consequences 
for the perpetrators of anti-Muslim rhetoric. 
When a Muslim student is harassed on campus, 
authorities must publicly combat this hate and 
ensure that no student feels marginalized. If a 
Muslim registry is generated, I want everyone 
in Student Government to register in solidarity. 
No questions asked. We must stop undermin-
ing the concerns of minority students on cam-
pus by asking them to explain their oppression 
and ultimately be unanswered.
SG is expected to speak up against any sort 
of offensive and hateful rhetoric. When inter-
viewing the three teams for SG candidacy, most 
of them mentioned that they were previously 
oblivious to the concerns of students feeling 
unwelcome on campus. If you are in a posi-
tion of authority and are willing to represent 
our student body of 51,000 students, I am dis-
appointed that you need visibly upset students 
— whose concerns have previously brought no 
action — at a town hall to tell you that we have 
a discrimination problem on campus. You don’t 
need to see two mosques in Texas burn to ash-
es for you to acknowledge that xenophobia is a 
problem. Students have the right to expect an 
environment that proactively condemns hateful 
rhetoric, especially that which insinuates the 
removal of a marginalized group from society. 
Minority students on campus like myself carry 
our political opinions with us as baggage every-
where we go. I don’t think it’s enough to be visi-
ble anymore — we have to be vocal about what 
we believe in.
Saifullah is a neuroscience senior from 
Richardson.
By Khadija Saifullah
Daily Texan Associate Editor 
@coolstorysunao
Recently, there has been an apparent 
uptick in anti-Semitic hate crimes and 
incidents nationwide that has not gone 
unnoticed. Over the last two months, 
140 bomb threats have been called into 
Jewish Community Centers and schools, 
and three Jewish cemeteries were dese-
crated and defiled.
These attacks are clear scare tactics 
used to target the Jewish community. 
The Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
one of the country’s oldest civil rights 
organization, asked the president to take 
action instead of ignoring our fight for 
safety. “There is ample basis for the ris-
ing concern,” said ADL CEO Jonathan 
Greenblatt. “Often the vulnerable hear 
at a frequency that most do not discern. 
History tells us to heed their call.”  
As the head of community engagement 
for Texas Hillel, the center for Jewish life 
on campus, it is my job to introduce Jew-
ish students to Hillel. I aim to enrich their 
Jewish identities through Hillel’s activities, 
programs and affiliated organizations.
In recent weeks, Jewish students have 
been in contact with the Dean of Students 
regarding complaints about blatant an-
ti-Semitic attacks by students and Univer-
sity faculty, several of which are described 
below.  According to the complaints, these 
attacks have taken place because of their 
identity regardless of their involvement 
within the Jewish community.
While walking up the West Mall, a 
student wearing a T-shirt identifying a 
Jewish fraternity was called a “baby-kill-
ing Jew” by a student tabling. Another 
student at the table admonished his col-
league — not for engaging in a hateful 
verbal attack but because he should “not 
say those things in public”.
In another reported act of targeted 
intimidation, Jewish students were ha-
rassed while tabling for an organization 
called Save A Child’s Heart. This Israeli 
non-profit organization takes medical 
professionals to developing countries and 
performs life-saving surgeries, at no cost, 
for at-risk children from more than 50 
countries around the world, the majority 
of whom are Palestinian, Jordanian, Iraqi 
and Moroccan. The Jewish students were 
attempting to raise funds for the organi-
zation, when two other student groups 
moved their tables to flank them. They 
began to yell, chant and wave a flag over 
their heads, drowning out their calls for 
donations. The Jewish students relocated 
to another part of West Mall, but their 
pursuers followed them and continued to 
prevent them from tabling. This pursuit 
continued for a period of two days.
Last week, a complaint was filed with 
university administrators over a situation 
in which a professor on campus paused 
during his delivery of a calculus lecture 
to share “his favorite way they murdered 
Jews (during the Holocaust.)”  Other 
students in the class later attempted to 
justify his atrocious behavior by claim-
ing that similar comments are made on 
“South Park” without scrutiny. This kind 
of detestable rhetoric is exactly what Tex-
as Hillel’s own organization, White Rose 
Society, is dedicated to eradicating. Each 
year, with help from the University Cath-
olic Center, White Rose Society hands 
out 10,000 white roses to represent the 
enormity of Jews and others who were 
murdered in the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp.
Anti-Semitism is not new to college 
campuses. The ADL reports that in-
cidents like these and acts of violence 
against Jews at colleges and universities 
have almost doubled between 2015 and 
2016. Fortunately, our university admin-
istration has been responsive to local re-
ported incidents, as President Fenves af-
firmed in his statement about vandalism 
at Texas Hillel.
But we will not allow the vile hatred 
of our small minority to destroy the pos-
itive climate we have so carefully cre-
ated on our campus. Our community 
believes in civility, respect, and under-
standing. I participated in an ADL pilot 
program here at UT to dispel the histor-
ic and harmful tropes of anti-Semitism 
whenever they arise while also educat-
ing young people about how hate can 
escalate. Hillel is also a member of the 
University Interfaith Council where we 
work alongside other faith communities 
on campus to ensure that our university 
remains a mutually-supportive place for 
all students to learn and thrive.
We stand in solidarity with other mi-
nority groups on campus. Muslim, Black, 
Latinx and other students so often con-
front racism and discrimination. De-
spite attempts to frighten us into silence, 
I encourage all Jewish students to wear 
our identities boldly and proudly, as our 
fellow minorities do every day. Let us 
not shrink to those who seek to intim-
idate us. Hillel and all Jews on campus 
will continue to stand strong in the face 
of these intolerable incidents and I urge 
all students to stand together with us to 
say that hatred and intimidation are not 
welcome on our campus.
Sasiene is a history junior from Clearlake.
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CLASS 5
to make viewers writhe in 
their seats. 
“Raw” draws viewers in 
instantly, its darker twist 
on a relatable experience 
making it easy to forget 
what the film is about. 
Because of this, the first 
moment of cannibalism is 
enough to deeply unset-
tle even viewers who have 
watched the trailers.
This scene asks the audi-
ence to make a large men-
tal leap, but Justine’s veg-
etarian childhood and the 
nature of a human-animal 
equality in a veterinarian 
school make her savage 
eating habits believable.
From here, “Raw” 
morphs into an insane, 
grotesque meditation 
on humanity, sexuali-
ty and the way society 
views women. 
One cannot discuss the 
film without mentioning 
its brilliant music by Jim 
Williams. It punctuates the 
film’s most horrific scenes 
and waits until the right 
moment to pop. 
Though few and far 
between, these scenes of 
gruesome horror bring 
true shock to the film. It is 
not shock for shock’s sake, 
as in the “Saw” franchise 
or the films of Eli Roth, 
but instead uses it to sat-
irize society’s fears of so-
called “nasty women.”
Ducournau’s fearless 
filmmaking style imbues 
“Raw” with a pervasive 
feeling of ominous anxi-
ety that gradually escalates 
until the final act. It is a 
bizarre, gross and beau-
tiful tale viewers should 
not miss.
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SXSW
Amidst a lineup of world 
famous directors, the South 
By Southwest Film Festival 
always makes space to present 
micro-budget films and save 
a few seats for students to ac-
cess the event. 
The ever-expanding film 
festival started as a small-
scale affair that included only 
two world premieres, strik-
ing a sharp contrast to this 
year’s 84. SXSW Film’s pro-
file has grown along with its 
scale. This year the festival is 
showing the world premiere 
of beloved Hollywood direc-
tor Edgar Wright’s new film, 
“Baby Driver,” and a preview 
of Ridley Scott’s new Alien 
film, “Alien: Prometheus.”
UT alumnus and SXSW 
co-founder Nick Barbaro said 
it was an easy choice to add a 
film category to the previous-
ly music-only conference in 
1994. He said finding a bal-
ance between student films 
and larger premieres is criti-
cal to preserving the spirit of 
the festival.
“Everybody who works on 
SXSW Film does so partly be-
cause they really want to help 
the local film industry,” Bar-
baro said. “There are hope-
fully some fallout, tangible 
benefits to local filmmakers 
that have interaction with that 
national and global stage.”
Though he does not have as 
large of a hand in the organi-
zation of the festival anymore, 
Barbaro’s original principles 
live on. This year the Long-
horn Denius Showcase, an 
annual celebration of UT stu-
dent-made films, will show at 
SXSW’s film festival.
The directors of eight films, 
all UT students, will have 
an opportunity to screen 
their movies in front of an 
audience as well as attend 
the festival.
In the past, SXSW and the 
Longhorn Denius Showcase 
existed separate of one anoth-
er, with the student showcase 
hopping around locations ev-
ery year. Paul Stekler, chair of 
the UT radio-television-film 
department, helped out with 
the partnership and said he 
foresees many opportunities 
for students.
“We’ve had a close 
relationship with SXSW,” 
Stekler said. “This is the first 
year that it occurred to me 
that we could possibly work 
out a deal to have to showcase 
at SXSW. It’ll get attention 
for the student filmmakers, 
but more importantly it’ll 
allow them to have access to 
the festival.”
Director Mira K. Lip-
pold-Johnson, a graduate 
student pursuing a Master of 
Fine Arts in film production, 
said she is grateful for the op-
portunity to screen her film 
in Austin. The movie, “The 
Letter E,” is a short musical 
comedy about a 14-year-old 
girl who loves the letter E. It 
was made in and around Aus-
tin by its citizens.
“I’m just super glad to 
have some kind of screening 
in Austin,” Lippold-Johnson 
said. “It was made by the 
kindness of the community 
here and has all these local 
Austin actors, teenagers, and 
they’re just starting out. It’s 
for them.”
Fellow director Cameron G. 
Quevedo, who is also pursuing 
a MFA, directed “El Tucán,” a 
documentary film about old 
age and death where four folk 
musicians must bid farewell to 
a lifestyle once defined by the 
rural Mexican landscape that 
surrounds them. He sees the 
advantages of opening the film 
up to a larger audience, but the 
larger opportunities provided 
this year come from an ability 
to network.
“There’s this immediate 
sense of community,” Que-
vedo said. “Somebody could 
see your film at South By, and 
you’ll run into them down 
the line and they’ll say, ‘Hey, 
I remember you!’ Tapping 
into a network such as the 
South By film festival has a lot 
of potential.”
Though SXSW Film 
evolves, grows and changes, it 
stays true to its initial vision 
of helping out local filmmak-
ers. By partnering with the 
University, SXSW Film offers 
student filmmakers a wealth 
of opportunities.
“Having their movies at 
South by Southwest is great,“ 
Stekler said. “Having them 
at South by Southwest is 
even greater.”









Courtesy of Frakas Productions
French horror film “Raw” finds the fear in freshman year.
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Texas gave its fans a 
glimmer of hope, knock-
ing off Texas Tech in the 
opening round of the Big 
12 tournament and keep-
ing the possibility of a 
magical run into March 
Madness alive.
But all hope was erased 
Thursday night. The Long-
horns fell to West Virginia 
63-53, and the team will be 
watching the NCAA tour-
nament from home.
For the second con-
secutive game, Texas dug 
itself into an early hole. 
Turnovers and missed free 
throws by the Longhorns 
helped West Virginia jump 
out to a 15-5 lead just five 
minutes into the contest.
But the Longhorns 
showed their resilience 
once again. The team 
forced their own string 
of turnovers, and an and-
one basket by senior guard 
Kendal Yancy pulled 
Texas to 15-11.
The score remained 
neck-and-neck for much 
of the half after Yancy’s 
big bucket.
With Texas trailing 22-
17, freshman forward 
Jarrett Allen showcased 
why he’s one of the most 
exciting two-way players in 
the country.
Allen posterized a West 
Virginia defender on the 
offensive end and came up 
with a towering block on 
the other side of the court.
Freshman guard An-
drew Jones and sophomore 
guard Eric Davis followed 
with back-to-back threes, 
and Texas took its first lead 
since the opening minutes.
The 23-22 lead would 
not last. The last seven 
minutes of the half saw 
Texas go cold from the 
field and the Mountaineers 
capitalized. West Virginia 
went on a 10-1 run to end 
the frame and took a 39-30 
lead into the break.
Trailing entering the sec-
ond period, the Longhorns 
started off playing hardly 
like a team with its season 
on the line. Texas commit-
ted a shot-clock violation 
on its first possession, and 
after several more poor of-
fensive sequences, saw its 
deficit grow to 47-34.
But Texas has a habit of 
shaking off sloppy starts to 
halves. The Longhorns bat-
tled back, going on a 12-3 
run to close the gap to 50-46 
with 8:33 remaining in the 
game. Jones and Yancy both 
hit triples during the stretch, 
and freshman forward James 
Banks fired up the bench 
with a rim-shattering dunk.
Unlike in their victo-
ry against Texas Tech, the 
Longhorns were unable to 
finish off a second half ral-
ly. As soon as Texas creeped 
back to within striking dis-
tance, the Mountaineers 
responded with a decisive 
7-0 run to put the game out 
of reach.
Fittingly, the issues that 
plagued the Longhorns all 
year were glaring in their 
final game of the season. 
The team shot an abysmal 
35 percent from the field 
and turned the ball over 
at inopportune times. Tex-
as finished with 14 turn-
overs compared to only 
11 assists.
Jones finished as the high-
point man for the burnt 
orange, tallying 13 points. 
Yancy was the only other 
player in double-digits, fin-
ishing with 11.
The loss finally puts an 
end to a disappointing sea-
son. The Longhorns came 
into the season with sky-
high expectations, boasting 
a highly-touted recruiting 
class and a top-25 ranking. 
But things quickly unrav-
eled, and the team finished 
with its worst record in 
30 years.
Texas now has a long 
seven months until it can 
prove that this season was 
a fluke and not a sign of 
future mediocrity.
Texas has traveled about 
4,320 miles in round trips 
this season. They will tack 
on an additional 2,756 
miles as the team travels to 
Los Angeles to battle No. 
10 UCLA on Sunday.
The Longhorns have 
already visited Califor-
nia this season, leaving 
the Mary Nutter Colle-
giate Classic in Cathedral 
City with victories over 
ranked teams in Tennessee 
and Missouri.
While neither ball clubs 
were ranked as highly 
as the 10th-ranked Bru-
ins, the approach is still 
the same for head coach 
Connie Clark. 
“It’ll be another good 
trip for us and another 
good challenge for us more 
than anything,” Clark said. 
“We’re back on the road, 
of course, and doing it on 
other people’s turf is always 
a little more challenging. 
We start off with UCLA, a 
very good ball club, so we’ll 
have to bring our energy 
there and make some good 
things happen.”
Texas rode a six-game 
losing streak heading into 
this week, including a 
sweep at the hands of No. 
6 Arizona. The Longhorns 
finally snapped the streak 
with a 7-2 victory against 
UTSA on Wednesday 
night. But senior infield-
er Mickenzi Krpec said 
the losses are not indica-
tive of the team’s standing 
thus far.
“I feel like we’ve played 
good games, but we haven’t 
gotten the outcome that 
we wanted,” Krpec said. “I 
think tonight it was good 
that we were able to just be 
us. You know we weren’t 
playing to our competition 
we were just playing as us.”
With the season a quar-
ter of the way through, Big 
12 conference play is just 
around the corner. With 
all the competition and 
travel the team has gone 
through, Clark knows that 
every road trip has its pos-
itives and gives the team a 
chance to prove its mettle.
“Bouncing around 
Southern California, it 
should be a good oppor-
tunity again to get a lot of 
different looks with our 
depth,” Clark said. “(We’re) 
basically utilizing the whole 
roster before we get started 
with conference.”
The team’s 12–9 start 
brims with ups and downs, 
but Clark has seen qual-
ity performances in both 
victories and defeats. She 
said there is still much 
room for improvement 
before conference play be-
gins. Texas has a chance 
to fine-tune those ad-
justments this Sunday 
against UCLA. 
“We need to stay focused 
on how we’re competing 
pitch-to-pitch, stay on the 
attack and be committed to 
what we’re looking for and 
just go compete,” Clark 
said. “The first month of 
the season is a grind be-
cause of the tournaments 
and the high number of 
games you play. Everyone 
is tired, but every team is 
tired right now. I’d like to 
see our energy a little bet-
ter from the get-go and a 
better sense of urgency.”
Texas is coming off two 
dominant performances, but 
it took three straight defeats 
on the road against Stanford 
to light the fire the Longhorns 
needed to earn those wins. 
After the dismal trip to Palo 
Alto, Calif., memories of two 
previous underwhelming sea-
sons started to surface around 
the Texas clubhouse. 
But the Longhorns shoved 
those flashbacks aside with 
their bats and headed back to 
the 40 Acres on a mission to 
improve their performances in 
the batter’s box.
The plan worked — the 
Longhorns bounced back 
from the losses in dominant 
fashion with back-to-back 
shutouts in mid-week match-
ups against Richmond and 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi.
Twenty-four runs for Texas, 
zero for the opposition.
“They’ve been absolutely 
hammering the ball,” redshirt 
junior pitcher Morgan Cooper 
said. “I think that’s the most 
runs I’ve ever seen scored in a 
game since I’ve been here. We 
struggled at Stanford a little 
bit, so I think it was good to 
get going a little bit after that 
weekend. It was just good to 
see everyone get their confi-
dence back up.” 
One thing the Longhorns 
didn’t push aside was the 
emotions they felt after their 
three consecutive losing per-
formances in Palo Alto last 
weekend. Senior first baseman 
Kacy Clemens left California 
with clear frustrations. 
“I was more pissed off be-
cause we had three games 
(we could’ve won),” Clemens 
said. “We should have gone in 
there, and if we win game two 
and game three, they ain’t got a 
chance to win game four. The 
ball bounced the wrong way for 
us and we understand that we 
didn’t take as good enough at 
bats. The back end of the bull-
pen wasn’t able to get it done, 
and we’ve faced that head on.”
However, despite the of-
fensive power the Longhorns 
displayed in their past two out-
ings, junior outfielder Patrick 
Mathis continued to struggle 
in his slow start to the season at 
the plate. But he finally found a 
way to add to the scoreboard, 
and it was explosive. The ju-
nior blasted a three-run homer 
in the Longhorns’ 15-0 win 
over the Islanders.
“For him to come up and 
get that big (home run) and 
to become a part of the of-
fense last night — hopefully he 
really builds on that,” head 
coach David Pierce said. “Pat-
rick’s biggest issue is to really 
focus on the ball and trust 
what he works on because he 
has the best swing in practice 
every single day. So he has to 
trust that in the game.”
Although Texas already has 
six losses early in the season, 
much of them stem from the 
strong opponents the Long-
horns have faced in their 
non-conference schedule. 
But it doesn’t get any easier. 
Texas is set to host a three-
game series with UCLA fol-
lowed by a Tuesday matchup 
with No. 17 Texas A&M.
“I enjoy playing the tougher 
teams, because when we get to 
a regional or a super regional 
we’ll be facing teams that we 
faced in preseason, rather than 
never seeing these guys and 
seeing the arms that we’re see-
ing,” Clemens said. “I’m excit-
ed about it. We’re going to see 
another handful of really good 
arms and hopefully prepare 
ourselves for Big 12.”
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Texas heads west, 
looks for winning spark
The No. 16 Texas men’s 
golf team will travel to Cal-
ifornia next week as it com-
petes in the Lamkin San 
Diego Classic on March 13. 
The tournament is hosted at 
San Diego Country Club.
This will mark the third 
time the team has been in 
action during the spring 
season. Texas finished sev-
enth at the Amer Ari Invita-
tional at 13-under par, and 
fifth at the Querencia Cabo 
Collegiate at 6-under.
After losing in the Na-
tional Championship last 
May, the Longhorns haven’t 
been able to find much con-
sistency on the golf course. 
The team had a moder-
ately successful fall season 
— winning the Golf Club 
of Georgia Collegiate and 
taking second at the East 
Lake Cup — but the spring 
campaign has not lived up 
to expectations.
Texas hoped to improve 
its performance in Cabo 
two weeks ago after taking 
the lead in round one of 
the tournament, finishing 
at 273. But the Longhorns 
dropped down to fifth place 
after stumbling in the final 
two rounds.
“Today’s round stings,” 
head coach John Fields said 
after the final round. “But 
(it) will add to our motiva-
tion for success.”
However, the Longhorns 
can still build off the pos-
itive parts of their perfor-
mance in Cabo. Sophomore 
Steven Chervony posted his 
best finish of the season 
to tie with junior Doug 
Ghim for 13th place at 
4-under par.
The Longhorns head 
west with hopes to replicate 
the success they had last 
year in San Diego — a nine-
shot victory. Beau Hossler, 
former Longhorn and Ben 
Hogan Award finalist, took 
the individual medalist title 
on his way to the fourth vic-







Longhorns head west 
looking for big win
By Wills Layton
@willsdebeast
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Senior infielder Mickenzi Krpec rounds the bases and aims 
to help her team as the Longhorns take on UCLA on Sunday.
By Vanessa Le &  
Alex Briseno
@vanesssale &  
@alexxbriseno
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Junior outfielder Patrick Mathis blasts a three-run homer for 
his first jack of the season in Texas’ 15-0 win over A&M-CC. 
Burnt orange hosts UCLA coming 






“‘One of the most 
dangerous things 
you can do is believe 
someone else’s 





Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Senior guard Kendal Yancy dribbles the ball in the Longhorns’ 77-67 loss to West Virginia on 
Feb. 20. West Virginia ended Texas’ season with a 63-53 win Thursday night.
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Interfaith council builds mutual support
Though the anti-Muslim 
flyers stapled across the 
West Mall and the vandal-
ism of the Texas Hillel build-
ing were clearly intended to 
frighten, religious leaders 
on campus have come to-
gether in showing mutual 
interfaith support.
“There is a really strong 
desire to build interfaith 
relationships and to create 
authentic relationships with 
folks of different faiths and 
backgrounds,” said Rebecca 
Mather, social justice co-
ordinator at Texas Hillel. 
“There’s a desire and a call 
to stand in solidarity with 
one another.”
UT alumnus Usama Ma-
lik said he became involved 
with interfaith work at UT 
through his involvement 
with the Texas Ahmadi-
yya Muslim Students Or-
ganization. Malik said his 
original inspiration to get 
involved with the interfaith 
community emerged from 
his advocacy work against 
anti-Muslim rhetoric and 
misconceptions. He said 
he felt the need to out-
spokenly support others 
as well.   
“When any other group 
comes in through the cross-
hairs, we definitely want to 
stand up for anybody else,” 
Malik said.
Krystal Leedy, associ-
ate pastor of the Universi-
ty Presbyterian Church, is 
president of the University 
Interfaith Council, an or-
ganization that promotes 
interfaith relationships by 
means of community sup-
port. Leedy said the close 
connections between reli-
gions is not only comfort-
ing but also vital.
“It’s really helpful to 
have that camaraderie,” 
Leedy said.
Malik said the ability to 
think beyond the frame of 
one’s own beliefs is key. 
“We may disagree with 
our different beliefs or 
different perspectives, but 
we can at least agree to our 
humanity,” Malik said.
Leedy said the founda-
tion of all religions is un-
derstanding and empathy.
“All of our faith tradi-
tions have compassion and 
love at their heart,” Leedy 
said. “We’re wondering 
what we can do that can 
be action-oriented that can 
show love to other faith 
communities and the Uni-
versity in some kind of 
radical way.”
Mather said one of the 
best ways to promote ben-
eficial change against re-
ligious prejudices is com-
munity-building through 
open dialogue.
“The sense of communi-
ty that has developed with 
the students who attend 
the meetings has been my 
favorite part of interfaith 
work,” Mather said. “A 
lot of our conversations 
are around heavy topics, 
but because we’ve done 
that work and built those 
relationships, it’s all reso-
nated really well and been 
really meaningful.”
Malik said he appreci-
ates these conversations 
because of the kindness 
they inspire. 
“It’s not just talking about 
our differences,” Malik said. 
“It’s saying, ‘I understand a 
calamity has hit your com-
munity; we want to stand 
together and address that 
issue but also be here in sol-
idarity with you.’”
Although their newfound 
sense of solidarity is hope-
ful, Malik said there is still 
a long way to go.
“(The UT interfaith 
community) is definitely a 
strong one, but as always 
there is room for improve-
ment as well,” Malik said.
Leeky said she hopes to 
make interfaith support 
systems more accessible.  
“It is incredibly import-
ant that faith be represented 
on the campus,” Leedy said. 
“We’re not looking to over-
take the campus for Jesus, 
but we would like for stu-
dents to know that there are 
spiritual options in the area, 
and they have the right 
and the privilege to take 






Texas Hillel was 
vandalized at the 
end of February. 
The vandalism is 












MOVIE REVIEW | ‘RAW’
Under-the-radar can-
nibal horror film “Raw” 
finds terror in every-
one’s worst nightmare — 
freshman year.
Also known as “the 
French cannibal movie 
that made people faint,” 
it builds an environment 
based on the fundamental 
turbulence of college’s first 
year, then injects tonally 
shocking scenes of flesh eat-
ing. “Raw” marks a brilliant 
debut for French writer-di-
rector Julia Ducournau, 
with a bold statement filled 
with gore, eroticism and a 
genuine sense of unease. 
The film opens on Jus-
tine (Garance Marillier), 
raised in a strictly vege-
tarian family, as her par-
ents take her to college at 
the veterinarian school her 
sister Alexia (Ella Rumpf) 
also attends. Initially 
unable to find Alexia, Jus-
tine retreats to her dorm 
room until the hazing 
activities begin. 
Marillier perfectly em-
bodies Justine, a fresh-
man who simply wishes 
to blend in to the back-
ground, like most college 
students. However, she 
strays from her innocent 
facade as “Raw” takes its 
sinister turn. Marillier al-
ways seems slightly lost, 
like she is only going where 
the world pushes her.
The older students sub-
ject the freshmen to fairly 
typical Hollywood hazing 
activities, such as waking 
them up at night, forc-
ing them to go to parties 
and generally humiliating 
them. “Raw” gives each 
moment a more malevo-
lent edge. Instead of dump-
ing water on freshmen, 
they are soaked in animal 
blood, and instead of eat-
ing worms or odd food, 
they are each given a raw 
animal organ to consume.
After initially resisting 
the older students’ prod-
ding to eat the meat, Alexia 
finally appears and con-
vinces Justine to swallow 
it whole, kicking the film’s 
plot into high gear. Justine 
quickly develops a taste for 
meat and begins obsessive-
ly exploring it.
Immediately, the film 
splits into two parts, ex-
ploring both Justine’s 
new obsession and her 
slowly developing social 
life. It perfectly balances 
the uncomfortable col-
lege environment and 
Justine’s betrayal of her 
own upbringing.
The most aesthetically 
disturbing moment of the 
film comes during the af-
termath of Justine’s new-
found love of meat, as her 
body literally rebels against 
what is “wrong.” It is sure 
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